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Plan for huge cemetery

TRUST SEEKS 136,000 GRAVES TO OVERCOME SHORTAGE OF BURIAL SPACE

Catholic Metropolitan Cemeterles Trust chairman Leo McLeay inspects plans for the cemetery at the Scenic Hills at Varroville.

Amanda Partridge

ANEW 136,000 gravesite
plan for the Scenic Hills
could help meet increasing
demand for cemetery space,
but not everyone agrees the
location is suitable.

Catholic Metropolitan
Cemeteries Trust will sub-
mit a rezoning proposal to
Campbelltown Council to
make land at St Andrews Rd,
Varroville, suitable for the
Macarthur Memorial Park.

The memorial park would
deliver 136,000 graves over
the next 100 years for all de-
nominations.

The trust believes burial
spaces in the Sydney area
will be absorbed by 2058. At
the Macarthur level, burial
spaces will be full by 2041.

The trust hopes the Mac-
arthur Memorial Park
would extend the capacity of

THE CONCEPT al

WHAT: Macarthur Memorial
Park in the Scenic Hills
APPLICANT: Catholic
Metropolitan Cemeteries
Trust

SCALE: 136,000 graves over
100 years

STAGES: The project would
develop across five stages.
First stage — two chapels,
condolence room, office,
workshop and holding area to
be completed by 2014, Final
stage expected to be
operational after 2099
CONCERN: Fears about
preserving iconic Scenic Hills

Picture: IAN SVEGOVIC

Opinions differ on merits of project

I'D LIKE to hear discussions
on it before I commit myself.
As time moves on it’s going
to be difficult for us to pro-
tect those Scenic Hills. We
always fight to protect our
urban spaces but we seem to
be coming under more
threat. As far as this particu-
lar proposal goes there
needs to be a lotmore discus-
sion and the chance for gen-
eral public comment.
Sue Dobson
Campbelltown mayor

It's a wonderful project
which will benefit our
community and leave a
great legacy for the future.

Bryan Doyle
Campbelltown state
Liberal MP

My prayer is everything
will go smoothly and people
will realise what a benefit is
really coming to this area.

Peter Ingham
Wollongong Catholic
Bishop

As they unveiled plans all

we could see was the Varro-
ville colonial property being
destroyed and replaced with
a Disneyland for the dead.
Most councillors got voted
in on the commitment to
protect the Scenic Hills and
rezoning this land is not pro-
tecting the Scenic Hills,
Jacqui Kirkby
Scenic Hills Association
It makes sense. You won’t
see it from the road.
Cr Paul Lake
Campbelltown

burial sites for the Macar-
thur region until 2119.

Trust chief executive offi-
cer Peter O’Meara said the
cemetery would cater to all
people with a landscape-
focused plan incorporating

lakes, boardwalks and com-
munity space.

“We will respect the land
by limiting the footprint
with low-rise built struc-
tures and the protection of
significant trees and other

natural features on what is
an historic and colonial
landscape,” he said.

Scenic Hills Association’s
Jacqui Kirkby - the owner of
Varroville House, which the
cemetery would surround —

said the plan broke zoning
rules and would ruin the
area’s heritage.

“Of all the land in the Sce-
nic Hills this is the most his-
toric. This is destruction of
Varroville estate,” she said.
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Peak hour on Narellan Rd.

$53m for
Narellan Rd
upgrade

IN the biggest Macarthur
region election sweetener so
far, the Coalition has prom-
ised to inject $53 million into
the Narellan Rd upgrade if
elected at Saturday’s federal

poll.
Opposition treasury
spokesman Joe Hockey

joined Macarthur federal
Liberal MP Russell Mathe-
son yesterday to announce
the funding to address con-
gestion on the road.

In June the State Govern-
ment announced $4.9 mil-
lion for the project in its
2013-14 budget with the work
receiving planning approval
last month.

The upgrade involves con-
struction of three lanes in
both directions, new traffic
lights at Kenny Hill Rd and
after the bridge on the
Campbelltown  side, a
shared pedestrian and cycle
path and widening of the
southbound exit ramp.

Mr Matheson said the
Coalition’s proposed invest-
ment in the stretch was
great news. “This shows the
Coalition’s commitment to
improving infrastructure in
the southwest growth corri-
dor,” he said.

Macarthur Labor candi-
date Tan Fulton said Narel-
lan Rd needed investment
but questioned the merit of
the Coalition’s funding
promise. “This announce-
ment on the surface seems
fine, but there appears to be
no costings, so it appears to
be just words,” he said.

m Polls open between 8am
and 6pm on Saturday at
community venues and
schools.

m Candidate
pages 32-33
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FUNERAL/SERVICES

P: 4655 2800
Street CAMDEN

Services tailored for your loved one
Let my family care for you personally

* Camden’s only locally owned and family managed funeral home ® 24 hrs - 7 Days ®
* Pre Arranged Funeral Plans Available ¢ All Financial and Personal Circumstances Considered

SERVICING ALL AREAS
M:0400 995 640

F: 4655 2833

PAY NO GAP*

*Patients with any

Australian Health fund

pay no out-of-pocket expenses
for preventive dental services

+ Zoom Teeth Whitening

+ Gas/Sedation

« Extraction/Wisdom Teeth
« Crown & Bridge Work &

which includes the following = Veneers
(Conditions Apply): = Braces/Invisible Braces
+ Invisalign
* Root Canal Treatment &
* Complete Checkup ~ Gum Treatment

 Scaling / Cleaning of Teeth
* Fluoride Treatment
 Digital X-Rays

* Fillings

i i & HICAPS © E
Disabled access & Ample parking ___C .__5_ isa ] S &

« Snoring/Sleep Apnoea
« Splints/Dentures & Repairs
+ Emergency Dental Care

328_16/4

OPEN 7 DAYS
1/71 Saywell Road, Macquarie Fields, NSW
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM Sunday 9:00 AM -
Late Evenings & Weekend (Sunday) appointments

Macquarie Fields Dental Care

9829 4414

www.macquariefieldsdental.com.au
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